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In the past several months, joint initia-
tives by the French and U.S. govern-
ments seeking to foster collaboration 
in technology have gained momentum 
due to increased pro!ts and high-pro!le 
visits by French government leaders. 
French startups including Critéo and 
Scality run operations in Silicon Valley, 
Calif., expanding economic opportuni-
ties in both countries.

The trend follows recent e"orts by the 
French government to partner with U.S. 
companies and technologists. In Febru-
ary 2014, French President François Hol-
lande traveled to San Francisco to inau-
gurate the French Tech Hub, a business 
incubator. Fleur Pellerin, France’s Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Trade, Tourism 
Promotion and French Overseas, and 
Axelle Lemaire, Minister of State for the 
Digital Sector, visited New York in June 
to support France’s startup activities.

Jérôme Lecat, the CEO of Scality,  
keeps two-thirds of his employees 
in France while maintaining a strong  
presence in San Francisco, taking advan-
tage of both business locations. Critéo, 
a Paris-based data and advertising !rm, 
launched its initial public o"ering on 
the NASDAQ stock market last October. 
Having o#ces in California and France 
allows French startups to grow in U.S. 
markets while encouraging partner-
ships on both sides of the Atlantic.

The Embassy of France hosted a special gathering 
for the best French and American minds in science 
and technology during the annual NEST conference, 
held on July 1. NEST’s two-part conference celebrat-
ed the 50th anniversary of Inserm, the French Nation-
al Institute of Health and Medical Research. A public 
research institute founded in 1964, Inserm operates 
under the joint authority of the French Ministry of 
Health and the French Ministry of Research. 

The Networking Event in Science and Technology, 
(NEST), organized by the Embassy’s Office for Science 
and Technology, honored members of each country’s 
scientific community, whose researchers are essen-
tial in helping form lasting bilateral relations and  
increased knowledge sharing between the two coun-
tries in the respective fields. 

François Delattre, Ambassador of France to the 
United States, provided remarks welcoming partici-
pants to the conference. 

Inserm, which was at the heart of the molecular 
medicine revolution, has long served as a leading au-
thority on scientific and medical innovation, and is 
active most notably in the areas of cancer, genetics, 
immunology, neurology, and research. It remains one 
of the most important centers of research in Europe, 
with international cooperation agreements signed 
with countries throughout the world. 

The organization includes two Nobel Prize-win-
ning scientists, and contributes over 10,000 publi-
cations each year to the medical and technological 
field. 

The conference focused particular attention on 
the French-American collaborations that Inserm was 
instrumental in fostering. While Inserm continues 
to maintain an active presence in the United States, 
several notable partnerships include the creation of 
a training workshop at Harvard Medical School, and 
the implementation of an Inserm research team at 
the Baylor Institute for Immunology and Research in 
Dallas, as well as at the University of California–Irvine. 

The partnerships enable critical discussions and 
information sharing, which are essential to the im-
provement in modern medicinal practices.  

Mireille Guyader, representative of Inserm in the 
United States, and Minh-Hà Pham, Scientific Coun-
selor for the Office of Science and Technology at the 
French Embassy, organized the seminar and gave the 
introductory speech to welcome the participants. 
Pascal Griset, historian, professor and co-author of 
the book Au Coeur du Vivant — 50 Ans de l’Inserm, 
gave a detailed analysis of the history of Inserm as it 
evolved over the decades to respond to the different 
health challenges that France and the world faced. 
Thierry Damerval, Inserm’s Deputy Director-General, 
followed Mr. Griset’s speech and opened the discus-
sion, “What is Inserm today?” 

Other notable speakers included Nora Volkow, Di-
rector of the National Institute on Drug Abuse and 
2009 winner of the Inserm International Prize, and 
George Koob, Director of the National Institute on 
Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse and director of an In-
serm International Associated Laboratory.

The day featured a workshop which highlighted 
the organization’s commitment to research in health 
and life sciences. It also provided a forum through 
which French and American researchers and stu-
dents could attend high-level scientific meetings in 
order to present new research and exchange infor-
mation.

The first part of the event came to a close with a 
Signature of Cooperation Agreement between In-
serm and the Embassy of France on the Chateaubri-
and Fellowship in Science. The award aims to build 
and strengthen existing French and American col-
laborations by providing grants and encouraging ex-
changes for doctoral students conducting research.

The second half of the conference centered on a 
brief scientific lecture given by Nathaniel Comfort of 
John Hopkins University, called “How personal is per-
sonalized medicine? The hope, hype, and history of 
the current revolution in healthcare.” 

The day concluded with a reception and network-
ing event that allowed the administrators, entrepre-
neurs, scientists, and researches with the opportu-
nity to come together and exchange best practice  
information. 
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From July 6 to 16, four American stu-
dents traveled to Paris to attend LabCi-
toyen. Organized by the Institut Fran-
çais and the French Ministry of Foreign 
A"airs and International Development, 
the conference engaged 100 young 
French speakers in discussions about 
human rights through workshops, con-
ferences, and debates. 

College students from Atlanta, Chica-
go, New Orleans, and San Francisco rep-
resented the U.S. during LabCitoyen. The 
four scholars underwent a competitive 
selection process conducted by the Em-
bassy’s Cultural Service, which evaluated 
the candidates’ commitment to human 
rights, diplomacy, and French language. 

Participants discussed the rise of in-
tolerance and discrimination with a spe-
cial focus on the status of human rights 
in the digital age. Laurent Fabius, Minis-
ter of Foreign A"airs, spoke at the event, 
rea#rming the key role that young peo-
ple play in the defense of human rights. 

Inaugurated in 2013, LabCitoyen 
seeks to promote French language as a 
tool to talk about contemporary issues.

The Networking Event in Science and Techology (NEST), an annual conference held at the Embassy of France in 
Washington, brings together French and U.S. administrators, scientists, and researchers for best practice exchanges.
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