
 1 

Cérémonie remise LH vétérans 

USS Battleship Iowa - 8 mai 2015 

Dear David Way (Host – Museum 

Curator, USS Iowa Battleship 

Museum), 

(à confirmer) Dear Senator Hall 
(Cal. State Senator – 35th District – 

South Bay), 

Dear Supervisor Knabe (LA County 

– District 4), 

Dear Lynnette Amerian (LA City 

Chief of Protocol), 

Dear Maj Gen Robert McMurry 
(USAF Vice Commander, Space & 

Missile Systems Center), 
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Dear Maj Gen Lawrence Haskins 
(Commanding Gen, 40th Inf Div, CA 

Army National Guard), 

Dear Veterans, distinguished 

guests and dear friends, ladies and 

gentlemen, 

 

I am deeply honored to be with 

you today in San Pedro and I 

would like to thank the Board and 

staff of the USS Battleship Iowa 

Museum for generously 

sponsoring this event so we may 

pay a dignified homage to 

deserving men. 
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Today, we celebrate the 70th 

anniversary of the end of the 

Second World War, the bloodiest 

conflict ever experienced by 

mankind; A conflict that witnessed 

the darkest depths of barbarity, but 

also countless acts of heroism, 

personal and collective, public and 

private. 
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Today, the French Republic wants 

to pay its respects to 19 heroes of 

WWII, by bestowing upon them its 

highest honor, the Legion of 

Honor.  

 

Gentlemen, it is a privilege for me 

to express to you the gratitude of 

the people of France. 
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As young men, you left your 

homes, to fight and liberate France 

and defend the values of 

Democracy and Human Rights in 

the darkest of times. 

 

Your accomplishments during the 

Second World War, those of all 

the veterans present here today and 

those of all your comrades are a 

vibrant reminder of the profound 

friendship between France and the 

United States. A friendship bound 

in blood and hardships.  
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From the glorious days of 

Yorktown to the skies of Iraq 

today our countries have been 

fighting together, side by side.  

 

Freedom is a gift that does not 

come for free. It often requires 

determination and sacrifices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

On June 6th 1944, thousands of 

soldiers came to liberate France 

and marched on to liberate the 

whole European continent and end 

the war in Europe, almost a year 

later, on May 8th 1945. 

 

They came from the United States, 

the United Kingdom, Canada, 

Australia and New Zealand, 

Luxembourg, Belgium, 

Netherlands, Norway and Greece. 
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They were Polish, Czech and 

Slovak. They were young, driven 

by the same spirit, the same ideals, 

the same love of their homelands 

and the deeply felt conviction of 

the justice of their struggle which, 

beyond fear, made them willing to 

risk the supreme sacrifice. 

 

The French will never forget that 

you helped restore their freedom. 

Your courage and dedication is an 

example to us all.  
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You are examples of the Greatest 

Generation, which faced the 

despair and deprivation of the 

Great Depression, went on to fight 

for liberty and freedom during the 

Second World War, rebuilt Europe 

and Japan and invented a freer, 

more democratic and more just 

world after the war.  

You remind us that no matter how 

great the challenge, it can be met 

when honest men and women 

stand up, with determination and 

courage.  
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You are an inspiration to us all and 

to the younger generations, in 

troubled times, when darkness 

looms, again.  

 

Today, we also honor the memory 

of your comrades who made the 

ultimate sacrifice, who gave their 

life and now rest in Normandy. 

We remember their courage and 

their steadfast devotion in the face 

of adversity. 
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We remember that they are an 

unbreakable link in the long chain 

of friendship between our two 

countries. They will forever 

remain in our hearts. 

 

Vive la France, long live the 

United States of America, Long 

live the Franco-American 

Friendship! 
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Gentlemen,  

 

In recognition of your heroic 

actions and extraordinary 

accomplishments, the President of 

the French Republic has appointed 

you as Knights in the Legion of 

Honor. 

 

We will now proceed to the 

induction ceremony. 

 

Bob, will you please call up each 

recipient and read his biography? 


