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Discours  

06 Juin 2016 

 

Dear Mrs Learman, 

Très chère Marthe Cohn, 

Dear Veterans, 

Distinguished guests and dear friends, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
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I am deeply honored to be with you 

today, at the 94th Aero Squadron, and 

I would like to thank the Heritage 

League of the Second Air Division 

(USAAF), and Jane & Bert 

Boeckmann of Galpin Ford for 

organizing this event so we may pay a 

dignified homage to deserving men. 

 

The 72th anniversary of the D-Day 

landings that we commemorate today 

is the occasion to pay tribute to the 

men and women whose dedication 

embodies our shared history and 

values.  
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It is a privilege for me to express the 

gratitude of the people of France to all 

US veterans of the Second World 

War. As young men, they left their 

homes, to fight and liberate not only 

France, but the whole European 

Continent and defend Democracy and 

Liberty.  

 

Their accomplishments during the 

Second World War are a vibrant 

reminder of the deep friendship 

between France and the United States.  

  



 4 

A friendship bound in blood and 

hardships ever since the War of 

Independence.  

 

From the beaches of Normandy to the 

Mountains of Afghanistan, from 

Auschwitz to New-York, Paris and 

Brussels, our countries have been 

side-by-side. 

 

Freedom is a gift that does not come 

for free. It often requires 

determination and sacrifices. 
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And, on June 6th, 1944, thousands of 

young soldiers showed the utmost 

resolve when it came to liberating 

France.  

 

They came from the United States, the 

United Kingdom, Canada, Australia 

and New Zealand, Luxembourg, 

Belgium, the Netherlands, Norway 

and Greece. They were Polish, Czech 

and Slovak.  

 

They were young, driven by the same 

spirit, the same ideal, the same love of 

their homelands.  
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They had a deep belief that their 

struggle was right and just.  

 

I’d like to add a few words in French 

for Marthe Cohn. 

Très chère Marthe Cohn,… 

 

 

Dear veterans, 

 

The French will never forget that you 

helped restore their freedom. Your 

courage and dedication is an example 

to us all.  
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You remind us that individuals make a 

difference when they have a higher 

sense of citizenship, of service to their 

country and to a greater good. 

 

You are an inspiration and a lesson to 

us all and to the younger generations.  
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Today, we also honor the memory of 

your comrades who made the ultimate 

sacrifice, who gave their life and now 

rest in Normandy.  

 

We remember that they are an 

unbreakable link in the long chain of 

friendship between our two countries. 

They will forever remain in our hearts.  

 

Long live the United States of 

America, long live the French-

American Friendship, Vive la France!  

./. 

 


