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Shoot the Book! L.A.
Crime & Thriller

Shoot the Book! L.A. is organized by the 
French Embassy's Cultural Services and the 
Institut français. It is the first U.S. edition of 
Shoot the Book!, a program created in 2014 
at the Cannes Film Festival as a collective 
endeavor of French publishers under the 
banners of the Société Civile des Editeurs 
de Langue Française (SCELF). 
Shoot the Book! L.A. is an opportunity for 
French publishers to present books with 
strong potential for screen adaptation to 
the Hollywood film and TV industry. The 
2019 edition will be the fifth installment in 
Los Angeles.
This year, the program is centered around 
the theme of crime and thriller. Film 
rights managers from five major French 
publishing houses whose books have been 
selected by a jury of U.S. film industry 
professionals will be brought to L.A. as part 
of this project.
At the heart of the program are two 
pitching sessions moderated by Variety 

Senior Vice-President, Content Executive 
Editor Steven Gaydos, as well as a series of 
meetings and studio visits aimed at giving 
the participants a deeper understanding 
of the American film market and creating 
closer connections.

Publishing is a rich source of subjects 

and stories ready to be adapted for the 

screen. The selection of books presented 

in this catalogue reflects the variety and 

dynamism of French contemporary writers 

encompassing graphic novels, coming of 

age stories, classic crime thrillers, and sci-fi 

adventures.

The booklet presents the key information, 

features, and main story lines for ten books 

that will be pitched during the program 

as well as ten other titles from different 

publishing houses, also chosen for their 

potential for screen adaptation.

In connecting French and American 

professionals, Shoot the Book! L.A. seeks to 

nourish creative and business links between 

France and the United States, as well as to 

offer original French content.

Shoot the Book! L.A.

Find the Book!

2



Shoot the Book! L.A
November 18-20, 2019

members of the jury

moderator

Books Selected

Mike Medavoy
Chairman and CEO of 
Phoenix Pictures

Steven Gaydos
Bob Bookman
Bob Bookman Management

Katherine Fugate
Screenwriter and 
producer

Jacqueline Lyanga
Artistic Director of Film 
Independent

Peter Blake
Screenwriter and 
producer

Senior Vice-President, 
Content Executive Editor, 

Variety

Steven Gaydos is the co-author of 
several books on the entertainment 

industry, and is currently Senior 
Vice-President, Content and 

Executive Editor of Variety.
Gaydos is also a screenwriter and 

songwriter. As a screenwriter, he has 
frequently collaborated with American 

independent film director Monte 
Hellman, and is best known for 
writing Hellman's 2010 award-

winning film "Road to Nowhere" and 
co-writing Ate de Jong's 1994 film 

adaptation of Simone De Beauvoir's 
"Tous Les Hommes Sont Mortels." His 

latest song writing work is the 2019 
album release, "Ain't That a Cheyne" 

by the Americana music group
Junior Cheyne.

Lethal Lullaby 
Ralph Meyer
Dargaud

black coffee
Sophie Loubière
Fleuve Noir

righteous among men
François Dupaquier
Fayard

lupita
Marie Van Moere
La Manufacture de Livres

tales of the octopus 
(2 volumes)
Gess
Editions Delcourt
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The program is based on a 
call for submissions to all 
French publishers: out of 

fifty titles, five were selected 
by a jury of film and TV 

professionals. These books 
will be presented along with 
five extra titles picked by the 

selected publishers during 
the Shoot the Book! pitching 

sessions.
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R ighteous among men
François Dupaquier
Fayard

parasite
Sylvain Forge
Mazarine/Fayard

BLACK COFFEE
Sophie Lubière
Fleuve Noir

Murder on the Eiffel Tower
Claude Izner
10/18

lethal lullaby
Ralph Meyer and Tome
Dargaud

synchronic
Vincent Delmas and Riccardo 
Crosa Le Lombard

lupita
Marie Van Moere
La Manufacture de Livres

a bad seed
Nicolas Jaillet
La Manufacture de Livres

nobody
Christian de Metter
Soleil

Tales of the Octopus
Nicolas Jaillet
Editions Delcourt

m, the edge of the abyss
Bernard Minier
XO Editions

the king is not sleepy
Cécile Coulon
Éditions Viviane Hamy

zippo
Valentine Imhof
Le Rouergue

like rank beginners
Marie Talvat and Alex Laloue
Plon

Black out
Cécile Delarue
Plein Jour

the affront to sarah ikker
Yasmina Khadra
Editions Julliard

Murder on the Green
John-Eric Nielsen
Editions HoH

Abel's syndrome
Xavier Dorison and Richard 
Marazano Glénat

Seven days before the night
Guy-Philippe Goldstein
Gallimard

ten days before the end
Manon Fargetton
Gallimard Jeunesse
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FAYARD – CAROLE SAUDEJAUD, RIGHTS DIRECTOR
csaudejaud@editions-fayard.fr // + 33 (0) 1 45 49 82 48

A dramatic story of love, friendship, and 

a battle for liberation and freedom of 

thought. This is a masterfully crafted, 

hyper-realistic political thriller with 

compelling and endearing characters. 

After fighting for several years in the resistance against the 
forces of Bashar al-Assad and his Russian and Iranian allies, 
Ali al-Joundi has no choice but to flee from Syria. The young 
man and his friend Miran take refuge in the United States.
A few months later, Miran is murdered after becoming a 
witness to a huge political and economic scandal involving 
American humanitarian aid, particularly in the Middle East. He 
barely has time to inform his friend Ali about this affair before 
he dies. Ali quickly makes the connection with events in his 
homeland. With Miran’s killers hot on his heels, he decides 
to return to Syria to stop the massacre and keep the promise 
he made to his friend to make sure he was buried there. 
Before that, though, he must make a stop in Europe to gather 
evidence and persuade some allies to assist him.
Shortly before he leaves New York, Ali meets Zoé Syracuse, 
a young French investigative journalist who cut her teeth 
on the world of humanitarian aid. Like Ali, Zoé is an idealist 
with fiercely held convictions and a deep love of freedom. 
After he asks her to help him publicize the scandal, they find 
themselves hunted by a professional hit squad commanded 
by Colonel Anatoly Khichnik, a former GRU agent and current 
head of a private Russian security firm. Ali escapes by the skin 
of his teeth and Zoé is now on the run with him. This ordeal 
strengthens their bond and reveals their burgeoning love for 
each other.
When they get to Spain, they meet Amadou, a Malian migrant 
who longs to live in Paris and who arranges a hideout for 
them. Next to appear on the scene is Jacques, a member of 
the French secret services whose life was saved by Ali many 
years ago in Syria. The situation is extremely tense: navigating 
the political alliances is made all the more dangerous by the 
colossal sums at stake. Everyone, friend and foe, is ruthless.
Who is orchestrating this madness? Why are certain people 
so determined to silence Ali and Zoé? Their love is strong, but 
will it survive these tests? Ali knows that, once more, he will 
pay a high price for exposing the truth.

After years of fighting, 25-year-old Ali flees his ravaged 

homeland of Syria. Now a refugee in the United States, he is 

witness to a huge political and economic scandal involving 

humanitarian aid. The truth must get out, whatever the cost.

POLITICAL / THRILLER

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
September 29, 2019

PUBLISHER
Fayard

NUMBER OF PAGES
450 pages

SETTING
Syria, USA, France, Spain, 
nowadays (2011-2019)

MAIN CHARACTERS
Male/ 30s/ Ali Al-Joundi
Female/ 30s/ Zoé Syracuse
Male/ 40s/ Anatoli Khichnik

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Full text available in French. 
English synopsis available.  

Find ou t more
The author has a Degree in 
International Law and is a 
specialist on warzones in the 
Middle East. This is his debut 
novel.

Righteous among men
François Dupaquier
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This thriller by the winner of the 

2018 Prix du Quai des Orfèvres is 

based on recent scientific discoveries 

and imagines a mesmerising and 

disturbing new world. 

The Clermont-Ferrand police unit, responsible for family 
protection and led by Superintendent Thierry Masson and 
Detective Inspector Marie Lesaux, is investigating a series of 
suicides connected with the disappearance of Kayla, a young girl.
The local population refuses to speak about the deaths. 
Although the cases have all been treated as the result of natural 
causes or accidents, a strange symbol appears on a number of 
the scenes of what quickly turn out to be unsolved crimes.
We soon find out, however, that the police’s enemy is invisible 
and lethal – a virulent form of toxoplasmosis latent in a large 
proportion of the population that fatally alters the free will of 
those infected, driving them to kill themselves.
The investigation stagnates until an amazing top-secret 
experimental program, capable of lightning-fast calculations, 
developed by the French state to fight all forms of crime, 
comes to the police’s aid. VALMONT, an ingenious 
combination of artificial intelligence and virtual reality, can 
identify connections no human brain could spot, allowing it 
to anticipate specific events.
Guided by Ethan Milo, a scientist who was recently injured 
in an attack, the police must exploit the full potential of 
artificial intelligence to fight back against nature and combat 
a terrible truth that has resurfaced from the mists of time to 
haunt the world.

A police squad assisted by a new kind of artificial 

intelligence tackles a biological threat as old as time.

THRILLER

FAYARD - CAROLE SAUDEJAUD, RIGHTS DIRECTOR
csaudejaud@editions-fayard.fr // + 33 (0) 1 45 49 82 48

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
March 13, 2019

PUBLISHER
Mazarine/Fayard

NUMBER OF PAGES
416 pages

SETTING
France, Nowadays

MAIN CHARACTERS
Female/ Thirties -Forties/ Marie Lesaux

Male/ Thirties/ Ethan Milo
 Male / Fifties / Thierry Masson

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Full text available in French. English 

synopsis available.  

find ou t more
The author was awarded the 2018 Prix 

du Quai des Orfèvres for "Tension 
extrême" (Fayard), 140,000 copies sold, 

currently being adapted for TV.     

parasite
Sylvain Forge

Parasite
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UNIVERS POCHE – JULIE BUFFAUD, TV & FILM RIGHTS MANAGER
julie.buffaud@universpoche.com  // + 33 (0) 1 44 16 08 29

THRILLER

July 1966. Narcissa, Oklahoma. A lonely house was the target 
of a bloody killer. A woman and a girl were murdered, and a 
mother and her son Desmond have been seriously injured.
The young boy would grow up in the shadow of this tragedy 
which was never solved by the police, haunted by the face 
of the killer. He lives under the gaze of a psychologically 
destroyed mother and far from his father, who was not there 
on the day of the tragedy, and has constantly revived his son's 
guilt since then.
If only you hadn't tied up the dog....
2011. Desmond G. Blur is now a journalist and a criminology 
professor at a university. He left Chicago to settle in Arizona in 
his deceased father's house - a very late attempt to get closer 
to his father. Lola’s arrival, a French woman who travels with 
her two children, could change his life.
Under the guise of being a tourist, Lola is looking for her 
husband who vanished three years earlier on Route 66. Her 
only inquiry to follow is a notebook that he reportedly sent to 
her, containing the accounts of about fifty crimes. If it is not 
the work of a mythomaniac, it proves the existence of one of 
the most prolific criminals in American history, whose bloody 
path crossed the small town of Narcissa in Oklahoma in the 
summer of 1966.
Desmond is desperately looking for the same guy; him and 
Lola eventually meet and the beginnings of the book’s love 
interest begin to flicker.

A road trip where madness, perversity, 

romanticism and sensuality intertwine.

This suspenseful novel pays homage to 

Hitcher with a reference to Route 66 and 

the threat of an unpredictable killer, as well 

as North by Northwest for the sensual duo 

of Lola and Desmond who have to become 

detectives in a heat wave.    

A serial killer whose confessions have been transcribed, a 

vanished husband, a man haunted by his past, and a woman 

desperate to reunite her family. A breathless tracking game 

along Route 66.

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
February 14, 2013

PUBLISHER
Fleuve Noir

NUMBER OF PAGES
564 pages

SETTING
Route 66, from July 2007 to July 
2011 

MAIN CHARACTERS
Lola Lombard, 40’s, female
Desmond Blur, 40’s, male
Pierre Lombard, 40’s, male

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Sample translation and reader's 
report

Find ou t more
The author’s blog on her trip 
down Route 66

black coffee
Sophie Loubière
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CRIME

These are both detective and 
documentary novels, in which 

investigations are hectic, the suspense 
always well constructed with 

mechanics 12 times renewed and 
life in Paris 100% authentic because 

the stories are based on flawless 
documentation, collected thanks to the 

author's job as bouquinistes. 

Victor Legris first appears at the time of the 1889 Universal 
Exhibition when the Eiffel Tower is unveiled and it is in 1900 
that the series ends, during a new Universal Exhibition which 
leaves the Grand and Petit Palais in Paris. He is the owner 
of the Elzevir bookstore, located 18, rue des Saints Pères. 
He is regularly confronted with crime and that's a good 
thing because he loves acting as a detective. As he is not 
a professional, he always tests his methods in the field and 
improvises a lot. So he can't avoid misjudgments or dead ends. 
In that sense, he is a perfect anti-hero. He is the intellectual 
part of the duo he forms with Joseph, the comic part thanks 
to his very informal way of speaking, his overwhelming joy and 
catching enthusiasm. Victor is more comfortable with artists 
and journalists when Joseph knows how to talk to people of 
minor status. Because of the circumstances (she is Victor's 
girlfriend then wife), Tasha sometimes guides Victor. She's 
an impulsive, independent, modern woman, who perfectly 
embodies the beginnings of feminism.
Paris is also a character on its own, explored in almost 
every corner and exploited in all its intriguing potential. It 
is a popular, lively setting, teeming with artists, journalists, 
songwriters and peddlers. As the novels unfold, we see the 
city evolving under the influence of discoveries, inventions, 
political developments. People at that time firmly believed 
that "progress" would bring happiness to humanity. So there 
were reasons for optimism!  

Victor Legris is a bookseller who leads investigations in 

Parisian neighbourhoods at the end of 19th century. 

UNIVERS POCHE - JULIE BUFFAID, TV & FILM RIGHTS MANAGER
julie.buffaud@universpoche.com // +33 (0) 1 44 16 08 29

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
March 6, 2003

PUBLISHER
10/18

NUMBER OF PAGES
384 pages

SETTING
19th century Paris

MAIN CHARACTERS
Victor Legris

Jospeh Pignot
Tasha Kherson

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
US, UK, Italy, Germany, Russia, Sweden, 

Brazil

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
English texts available

find ou t more
First title in a series of 12 that sold over 

820.000 copies in France!

Murder on the Eiffel Tower
Claude Izner

M
ystère rue des Saints-Pères

9



Joe Tolenko is about to die. He knows it. His weak heart could 
stop at any moment. The only thing that keeps him going 
during his lonely nights of driving around in his taxi, is his 
hatred for Martha, his wife. He once loved her, but she has 
become a true vixen over the years. She makes his condition 
worse. If only he could get rid of her... There’s only one way 
out he can think of: killing Martha. A thug he saved from the 
cops will do the dirty work while he drives the streets. And 
tonight’s the night...
Yeah, Martha hates Joe. Her only pleasure is to turn his life 
into a nightmare, but he deserves it. It all started with a car 
accident, twenty years ago. Martha was a promising dancer 
then, and she was in love with Joe. The night after their 
wedding, he drank too much, drove too fast. She’s been stuck 
in a wheelchair ever since, rehashing the day her dreams were 
shattered. When Joe is out at night, driving around, she crawls 
around the house and read his notes: a girl he likes to bang 
when he’s drunk, his visits to his doctor, and the words “I’m 
going to kill her” scribbled down.
Now that she knows Joe is plotting against her, she can find 
her own accomplice: Joe’s doctor, after she has found a way 
to blackmail him. And by the way… who says she’ll never walk 
again?! Tonight’s she’ll be dancing on Joe’s grave! 
In the shadows, Dillon is lurking. It took him twenty years to 
find the couple, and now he’s ready to make them pay. A long 
time ago, his baby girl was killed because of them in the terrible 
car accident. Since then, he has crossed the entire country, 
looking for the killer... Miles from his homeland, pushed to 
the margins of an inhospitable society, he’ll do anything to 
eliminate Joe Telenko, the source of all his woes.
A silent witness of Joe and Martha’s lies and deceit, Dillon is 
waiting for his time to act… Revenge is going to be his.
Three quests for revenge, three lost souls, three schemes. 
One fatality.

Resentment is a prison you decide to share with your 

tormentor.” Three broken destinies, three points of view, 

three souls motivated by hate and revenge… It can only end 

in blood.

Lethal Lullaby is an incisive and Hitchcockian 

thriller. The series consists of 3 books, each 

one narrating the same story from the 

perspective of one of the 3 main characters. 

Dark and intimate, this high-tension 

psychological jigsaw is a perfect mix between 

Mankievicz’s Sleuth and Sin City!

MEDIATOON AUDIOVISUAL RIGHTS – LAURENT DUVAULT, DIRECTOR
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com  // +33 (0) 6 08 96 14 61

THRILLER / NOIR

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
November 4, 1997

PUBLISHER
Dargaud

NUMBER OF PAGES
3 volumes of 50 pages each

SETTING
New York, 2000s

MAIN CHARACTERS
Martha / Female / 40 year old
Joe / Male / 40 year old
Dillon / Male / 40 year old

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available – 
Translated in English, Spanish, 
Dutch, Croatian

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
English pitch and press review.

Find ou t more
Writer Tome’s Petit Spirou has 
already been made into a film and 
artist Ralph Meyer is a best-selling 
award-winning artist working on 
popular graphic novels.

lethal lullaby
Ralph Meyer
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ACTION / THRILLER

A new hero, an ordinary family man, 

forced to hide his extraordinary secret, 

living a dangerous double life: an 

incredible high-concept for a breath-

taking thriller!

NSA agent Ian Mallory was an average agent of the NSA. 
One day, while he was in his car with his pregnant wife, a 
motorcyclist stopped next to them... And shot at them. 

Three years later, he has woken up from his coma, with the 
bullet that killed his entire family still lodged inside his brain. Any 
attempt to remove the only clue capable of solving this crime 
will kill him. And because of the bullet, he feels emotions several 
hours after stimuli occur. If he hears a joke in the morning, he 
will laugh out loud during dinner…  His is an affliction that may 
be a gift—at least in the eyes of his former employer…
A few years later, Ian has left the agency and rebuilt his life with 
a new wife, a baby girl and a sixteen-year-old stepdaughter, 
and has turned to writing crime novels as an outlet for all the 
nightmares that still haunt him. But his headaches persist, and 
his emotions are still delayed. One night, he wakes up because 
of a horrible ruckus and finds a dead young man in his 16 
year-old step-daughter Naomi’s room. NAOMI is shaking, 
covered in blood. He tells her to get in the shower, gets rid of 
the body, and cleans up the mess. Coldly. Methodically. Just 
like the cop he formerly was. The panic attack will strike him 
the next morning, right in the middle of an interview.
But what he doesn’t know is that he was being followed. 
The NSA wants him back. After witnessing Ian’s ability to act 
emotionless, he looks like the perfect weapon for them! He 
can jump from a helicopter without suffering from vertigo 
or kill a man in cold blood...  Ian refuses at first. But Naomi’s 
crimes are worse than he thought. And he learns that he 
wasn’t the target of the attack in Paris, but his wife was!
Determined to find out the truth about his dead family, he 
agrees. Welcome to The Bloc, an intervention unit that doesn’t 
answer to anyone except the NSA… and even there, few know 
they exist. It is only the beginning of a succession of dangerous 
missions along with his new partner agent Pendrell, where 
his delayed emotions will be both useful assets and major 
drawbacks! And for every mission he will accomplish, the NSA 
will give him a clue to finally get his revenge.
Just like his emotions, bringing the truth to light is only a 
matter of time…

If your emotions could be held up for a few hours, could 

you become the perfect weapon? The bullet that allegedly 

killed Ian Mallory’s wife lodged itself in his head, and he now 

experiences delayed emotions… A prized asset for the NSA!

MEDIATOON AUDIOVISUAL RIGHTS – LAURENT DUVAULT, DIRECTOR
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com // +33 (0) 6 08 96 14 61

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
July 5, 2011

PUBLISHER
Le Lombard

NUMBER OF PAGES
3 volumes of 48 pages each

SETTING
City USA – France, Nowadays

MAIN CHARACTERS
Ian Mallory – male, 35 years old

Naomi – female, 16 years old
Agent Pendrell – female, 30 years old

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available. English 

and Italian translation

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
English pitch and presentation

find ou t more
 Scenarist Vincent Delmas is also a 
writer for TV and theatre, and co-

producer of short films

synchronic
Vincent Delmas and Riccardo Crosa 

Synchrone
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EDITIONS DELCOURT – HÉLÈNE SAUGER, FILM & TV RIGHTS
hsauger@groupedelcourt.com // +33 (0) 1 43 38 83 00

FANTASY / THRILLER

This graphic novel is a unique work set in 
Paris during the Belle-Epoque. Gess' story 
plunges us into a fascinating and far-reaching 
investigation whose plot is constructed 
around subtle cross-references. It features 
rich and ambiguous characters on journeys of 
initiation.

"The Octopus" is a criminal organization in Paris during the 
Belle-Epoque, a very powerful mafia that enrolls men and 
women against their will, because they have extraordinary 
abilities. The Octopus is headed up by The Mouth, The Nose, 
The Eye, and The Ear, each of whom has a specific ability to 
differentiate traitors from those deserving of their trust. 
One of its key-members is the cruel and formidable “Hypnotist,” 
who controls his victims and erases their memory, leaving 
them prey to terrible nightmares. Thanks to his talent, The 
Octopus recruits individuals with profiles that it deems useful. 
Gustave Babel is one such individual. He attracted The 
Octopus’s attention at a very young age due to his ability to 
speak all languages, and was trained by the Hypnotist to kill 
in spite of himself. Gustave has been killing mechanically for 
years, traveling all over the world only to kill and escape, but 
his most recent missions have all followed the same deeply 
unsettling pattern: each of his last targets died just before he 
could fulfill his mission. Also, his memory has been empty 
since he was enrolled in the mafia, one day, and for the very 
first time in a long time, he has this vivid dream in which he 
has a glimpse of his past. This dream is his first escape from 
the mafia. With the help of a childhood friend, and with more 
nightmares to come, Gustave will now try to physically escape 
from the grasp of the Octopus. 
Another one of the Hypnotist’s unwilling victims is Emile 
Farges, a detective whose talent as a “Finder” enables him to 
locate a person by throwing a small stone on a map. Emile's 
obsession for years has been to find this serial killer called 
"The Hypnotist" and arrest him. But The Hypnotist found him 
first, and weakened his talent so that, when the mafia kidnap 
his wife and daughter and forces him to work for them, Emile 
finds himself in an impossible situation…
The Tales of the Octopus is currently comprised of these 
two stories, and Emile and Gustave are just two examples of 
the many heroes with exceptional talent who could evolve 
around The Octopus.

What if people with extraordinary abilities were living in 

the Paris of the "Belle Epoque," and its criminal underworld 

relied on their talents? 

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
January 21, 2017

PUBLISHER
Editions Delcourt

NUMBER OF PAGES
2 volumes of 200 pages each

SETTING
Paris during the Belle Epoque

MAIN CHARACTERS
Gustave Babel, the polyglot
Emile Farges, the Finder
Léonie, Emile’s wife
The Hypnotist, in the service of The 
Octopus 

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Excellent reviews can be found in 
Telerama.

Find ou t more
Each volume features quotes from 
masterpieces related to the main plot line: 
Baudelaire for Babel and Rousseau for the 
Finder.

tales of the octopus 
Gess
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EDITIONS DELCOURT - HÉLÈNE SAUGER, FILM & TV RIGHTS
hsauger@groupedelcourt.com // +33 (0) 1 43 38 83 00

A fascinating and disturbing detective 

investigation led by a strong female 

character who points out the 

psychological damage caused by a life 

as an undercover agent. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER

2008, a prison in Montana, USA. Beatriz Brennan, a young 
psychiatrist, is ordered by the court to assess a criminal’s 
psychological state. The man was arrested at the scene of a 
crime, and he pleads guilty: he killed his partner to avenge his 
wife’s death, and deserves to be convicted. But to Beatriz, there 
is more to the story. She needs to dig further into his past.
Together they go back in time, starting with a trauma that led 
to one big mistake, when the man was a university student in 
the '60s. He lost his brother to the Vietnam War, and started 
following a dangerous path that led him to accidentally 
committing murder. He was cornered by the FBI and had no 
choice but to accept their deal. For years he was an undercover 
FBI agent. First among a group of student activists in the '60s, 
then among a biker gang in the '70s, before returning to a quiet 
life as a policeman, getting married, and finally committing 
the crime of which he is now accused. 
As the psychiatrist listens attentively to the accused man’s story, 
it becomes increasingly clear to her that this man’s reality got 
distorted by his tragic experience as an undercover agent. 
He played different roles, with many identities except for his 
own, until he had no sense of who he really was. In each of 
his undercover lives, the man tried to add substance to it, by 
making friends and falling in love, but everything he tried to 
build was constantly destroyed at the end of his missions, over 
and over again.
As the psychiatrist sorts the real facts from the distorted reality 
described by this man, a breathtaking twist enables us to read 
the whole story again from a different angle. 
In the end, the question Beatriz must answer is: how can a man 
who never had a choice be responsible for his actions? How 
can someone who’s considered as nobody be responsible for 
anything? This man has committed crimes, no doubt about 
that, but is he really guilty? 

A man is arrested at the scene of a crime. One year later, a 

young psychiatrist is hired to assess his mental state. In the 

ensuing interviews, the accused tells his unconventional 

story from age 18 onward, but the question remains: who is 

assessing whom?

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
October 26, 2016

PUBLISHER
Soleil

NUMBER OF PAGES
4 volumes of 80 pages each

SETTING
United States, nowadays

MAIN CHARACTERS
Prisoner (Male – Late fifties)

Beatriz Brennan (Female – Thirties)

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Trailer available here: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1IVRhfFKnjE

find ou t more
Nobody - Season 1 won an award at the 

“Festival de Cognac” 2017 for the best 
thriller series. 

Nobody
Christian De Metter

Nobody
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Van Moere’s novel depicts a strong and 

unexpected female character, and a 

deeply troubled mother-and-daughter 

relationship, which is rarely shown this 

way. Their journey leads them to the 

very dark side of righteous vengeance. 

The story is interwoven with intense 

suspense that keeps the reader under 

consistent and enticing anticipation.

Lupita tells the story of Agathe, a surgeon from Marseilles in 
her late thirties, driven to the edge when the man who savagely 
raped her young daughter is freed from jail. After seducing the 
man in a nightclub, she shoots him in the head.
This introductory scene sets the tone and the tempo for a 
breathtaking hunt down.
The family of the rapist - bosses of a crime-ridden area - are 
going to pursue her mercilessly.
She must flee Marseille. Agathe drags her daughter along 
during her flight to Corsica.The two will have to learn how 
to survive together despite the misunderstandings between a 
mother and her teenage daughter.
On their heels are Ivo and Ari, the two ruthless brothers who 
are ready to kill anyone in their way. Thanks to their sister, who 
is tracking he girl’s cell phone from Marseille, they get closer 
and closer to the two women.
This nightmare journey takes the protagonists to the darkest 
corners of their souls and even their lives. They are trapped in 
a relentless chain of violence and fear until an inevitable and 
bloody confrontation in the fabulous landscape of Corsica.
Who will end up being a victim?
During a spectacular action scene worthy of a Park Chan-
Wook movie, the French “lady vengeance,” manages to 
eliminate her two enemies.
With their blood on her hands, she finds refuge in the home 
of a local shepherd, Orsanto, a man with a painful past. He 
wants to protect her and her daughter, who is still threatened. 
Indeed, the evil sister is now determined to kill them. And she 
knows exactly where they are.
After a thrilling and suspenseful final chase, followed by an 
impressive bloodbath  in which the sister kills the mother and 
is shot by the young daughter, you discover that the presumed 
rapist was innocent. From then on, the young orphan will be 
called Lupita, which means she wolf. She learned that, to 
survive in a world of wolves, you have to become one yourself.

How far can you go to avenge the rape of your 12 year old 

daughter?   The first novel of Marie Van Moere is the stunning 

and disturbing tale of a mother’s righteous vengeance which 

turns out to be a dead end for both her and her daughter. 

TRAMES - KINGA WYRZYKOWSKA, AGENT
kinga@trames.pro 

THRILLER

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
January 16, 2014

PUBLISHER
La Manufacture de Livres

NUMBER OF PAGES
272 pages

SETTING
Corsica, nowadays

MAIN CHARACTERS
Agathe, a surgeon in her late 30s
Her daughter, Lupita, 12 years old.
Ari & Ivo, the two brothers
Orsanto, the shepherd

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
First chapter available in english

lupita
Marie Van Moere
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TRAMES - KINGA WYRZYKOWSKA, AGENT
kinga@trames.pro 

Jaillet’s novel features a girl next door 

who turns out to be both a wonderful 

mother and a pregnant Lucy. He 

creates a great mixture of character 

comedy, action movie, and dystopia. In 

a world where everything turns out to 

be fake, the emotion comes from the 

unexpectedly real love story between 

the two main characters. 

THRILLER

Julie is an attractive and easy going girl-next-door type who 
has been living in Flourens, a small village in the south of France, 
for just one year. As a single girl, she likes to party with her new 
friends, have fun, and sometimes drink too many mojitos.
Suddenly, Julie, a modern day Bridget Jones, finds out that she 
is pregnant. The problem is that she doesn’t have any idea how 
this could have happened. She hadn’t had sex for one year.
Her pregnancy is just the beginning of a long series of weird 
transformations. Her strength increases dramatically. She eats 
like a horse, mainly meat, raw or cooked. Last but not least, 
she realizes she has super powers: her acuity and senses 
develop, and she can slow time…
But that’s not all… When she discovers her unlikely pregnancy, 
Julie sleeps with her best friend’s fiancé, Jigé. Straight away, 
he tries to convince her to have an abortion in the brand new 
Clinique Les Causses. Indeed… everybody around her, from 
her gynecologist to her new friends, wants to send her to the 
mysterious Clinique…
Is Julie getting paranoid? Or has everyone else gone mad?
Julie discovers part of the answer when, after a spectacular 
fight, her friends lock her up in the Clinique.
A Bad Seed starts like a chick flick, but progressively turns into 
an action thriller combined with a superhero movie which 
takes place in a dystopian near-future.
Julie finds out that she is the victim of a conspiracy. She was 
chosen by a pharmaceutical company that has implanted 
a super-powered infant into her belly. Her whole existence 
in this small village in the south of France is an illusion: her 
friends, her doctor, and Jigé work for the powerful firm.
But the firm made two big mistakes: first, they didn’t anticipate 
Julie would adopt the embryo’s powers and become a 
pregnant Lucy (from Luc Besson’s very successful film) who 
manages to escape the Clinique Les Causses. Second, they 
never imagined that Jigé would really fall in love with her. 
Repentant, he joins her in the mountains and sacrifices himself 
to help her overthrow the pharmaceutical group’s evil plan. 
At the end of the story, Julie gives birth to a daughter in 
Argentina. Is her daughter going to be a good or a bad seed?
To be continued...

There is something about Julie… She’s pregnant and doesn’t 

have any idea of how it happened. She eats tons of meat, but 

is always hungry. She can kick any Rambo’s ass in a snap.

A Bad Seed, Nicolas Jaillet’s novel to be released next June, 

has it all. It will blow your mind! 

m
auvaise graine

a bad seed
Nicolas Jaillet

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
June 2020

PUBLISHER
La Manufacture de Livres 

NUMBER OF PAGES
320 pages

SETTING
South of France (a small village 

close to Toulouse). Nowadays or A 
very near future

MAIN CHARACTERS
Julie: an attractive single teacher 

in her thirties
Jigé: in his forties, a cool and good 

looking guy next-door / a secret 
agent for the firm

Magalie: Julie’s best friend in her 
thirties / also working for the firm 

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available
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publishing houses

Groupe Delcourt is the first francophone 
independent comics publishing group, that 
embraces the full spectrum of creativity 
within the comics genre, with authors from 
all over the world. Among the bestselling 
series we publish, The Walking Dead, Cici’s 

Journal, and award-winning creators such 
as Guy Delisle, Sean Philipps and many 
more…
In 2018, a new adventure begins with a 
collection of literature within the Group. 
We are now proud to include in our 
catalogue Jake Adelstein, whose hit Tokyo 

Vice is currently under option by Warner.
Great challenges, many more innovation 
and beautiful creations to come!
As for our adaptations on screen, our more 
recent one are the animated adventure 
series adapted from our best-selling 
series The Legendaries, by Patrick Sobral 
(broadcasted on TF1), and the long-feature 
film adapted from our hit Toto Trouble, 
soon-to-be-released in French theaters 
(2020).

Editions Delcourt
The French publishing house Fayard was 
founded in 1857 and has been controlled 
by Hachette since 1958. Fayard has a 
strong history both in French and foreign 
literature and in non-fiction. Fayard has 
published prominent writers such as 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Ismail Kadaré, 
Boris Vian, Albertine Sarrazin, Pauline 
Réage, Colette and Patrick Süskind among 
many others. Fayard is also representing 
worldwide Boris Vian Estate, Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn Estate, Danilo Kis Estate, 
including for the film rights. Fayard has 
several imprints, among which Mazarine, 
which publishes commercial fiction and 
non-fiction, and Pauvert for literary and 
edgy fiction and non-fiction. 

Created 10 years ago by Pierre Fourniaud, La 
Manufacture is an independent publisher 
who brings together contemporary French 
authors. Heirs of the noir novel or social 
novel, sometimes inspired by the adventure 
story or American fiction, they embody a 
modern and alive literary voice. They are 
witnesses of our time and, through their 
stories, illuminate our reality.

fayard

La Manufacture 
de livres
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publishing houses

Media Participations, an independent 
French Belgian group is the third book 
publisher in France, and the first original 
comic book publisher in Europe.
Amongst the 85 companies forming this 
group dedicated to high quality family 
content, there are 30+ publishing houses 
covering every type and genre, but also 4 
animation studios (Garfield, The Smurf), 
two video games companies, and even a 
digital publishing house in English to get 
more material available. All together, more 
than 1,500 new books are published every 
year.
Based on this endless catalog, in the last 
30 years, more than 200 theatrical movies 
have been released (like recently Luc 
Besson’s Valerian or Armando Iannuci’s 
the Death of Stalin), 30 TV movies and TV 
series broadcasted, and 3,000 hours of 
content animated.
The indoor agency Mediatoon Audiovisual 
Rights represents 100,000 books (fiction 
and non-fiction) and 4,000 graphic novels 
and comics series.
More than 200 projects are currently 
under option and in development all over 
the world!

Univers Poche is a division of the second 
publishing group in France. It comprises 
seven imprints specializing in different 
markets. 
One of our imprints is Fleuve Editions 
publishing general literature and hosting 
2 other collections: Fleuve Noir (crime 
and thriller) and Outre Fleuve (science-
fiction and fantasy). It is the publisher of 
prestigious and bestselling authors such as 
Tom Perrotta, James Rollins, Jill Santopolo, 
Jonathan Tropper, Lauren Weisberger, and 
Michael Zadoorian. 
10/18 is our paperback literary imprint 
that publishes mainly reprints (Margaret 
Atwood, Paul Beatty, Bret Easton Ellis, 
Jennifer Egan, John Fante and, Jim 
Harrison for example,) but also a few 
original titles.

media participations: 
dargaud / le lombard

univers poche
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Éditions Viviane HAMY - lise Chasteloux 
lise.chasteloux@viviane-hamy.fr // +33 (0) 1 53 17 16 03

Coulon’s novel is a flash-back on the 

destiny of a young hero, reminiscent 

of Steinbeck. Her work effortlessly 

generates dramatic suspense between 

the strikingly beautiful and the tragic, 

creating an incredible atmosphere and 

an affirmingly visual universe.

Why did Thomas Hogan take a wrong turn, just when life had 
been smiling upon him?
His curse seemed to take root years earlier, under the 
unsettling stare of his father, William Hogan. Thanks to some 
inheritance money, William bought a wildly beautiful piece of 
land: two hectares of forest where wild raspberries flourished 
and stags and does grazed. William was a good catch; he 
seduced Mary and married her. From this union, Thomas 
was born three years later. The violence that is so evident in 
William's stare…does it come from his back-breaking days at 
the sawmill or from his night shifts at the police station where 
he files the most sordid of crime cases? Thomas doesn't know. 
He grows up clouded by his father's indifference, until the day 
William gets a deep gash in his right hand at the sawmill. The 
wound becomes gangrenous and takes away his life before 
Dr. O'Brian, the beloved family doctor, can do anything.
Thomas, who becomes the man of the house, easily adopts 
the roles of the model student and watchful son. Once a puny 
boy, he becomes a robust and handsome man. He refuses to 
get into the trouble that his childhood friend, Paul, pushes him 
towards and enters into a romance with Donna, the perfect 
young girl coveted by all the men in the village.
Although he never mourned his father and has always kept 
the demons that tortured him at bay, Thomas reaches his 
breaking point when one night Donna leads him behind the 
sawmill where his father worked. He pushes her violently, hits 
her and spends the night outdoors. From this day on, Thomas 
locks himself out of the world, becoming taciturn and bad-
tempered. He gets work at the sawmill, drinks at the same bar 
as his father frequented and spends his nights with prostitutes. 
One night, Mary, who had hoped the best for her son, notices 
in his alcoholic gaze the same unnerving glint that she had 
seen in William during his darkest days.
One evening, when Thomas is seated in a restaurant, he sees 
Donna walk into the room arm in arm with his old friend, Paul. 
Mad with rage, he speeds off in his car. He doesn't see the little 
boy getting ready to cross the street.
Bound to his father’s destiny, there is no way of going back.

It’s the early 1950's, in a small town in southern USA. Thomas 

Hogan is handcuffed in front of his mother for having mowed 

down a little boy in a moment of madness. How did it come 

to this for this brilliant and hard-working 25-year-old man?

THRILLER / DRAMA

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
December 1, 2012

PUBLISHER
Editions Viviane Hamy

NUMBER OF PAGES
200 pages

SETTING
Small town in southern USA, early 
1950s

MAIN CHARACTERS
Thomas, 25, male
William, 45, Male
Marry, 20, Female
Mary, 40, Female      

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Press review available
Italian translation available 

find ou t more
Over 25,000 copies sold in France.
Commended by critics

The King is not Sleepy
Cécile Coulon
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M
, le Bord de l'abîm

e
M, the Edge of the Abyss

Bernard Minier

Moira, a young French woman recently hired by Ming, the Chinese 
digital giant, is on a mission to humanize DEUS, the product of 
artificial intelligence research currently under development. 
She is therefore at the heart of the largest machine creating new 
technologies. Working with DEUS is a fascinating experience 
for Moira, but soon she senses she is being spied upon, and she 
realizes that some of the other employees seem scared.
The police have already approached Moira as part of their 
investigation into the "Black Prince of Pain," a serial killer in the 
heart of the city whose victims are all connected to Ming Inc.
The story unfolds from two separate points of views; on one 
hand, we are following Moira in the Ming laboratory and 
on the other, we are following two police officers who are 
conducting the homicide investigation. The latter are a classic 
duo composed of a young cop and an older man, Elijah. 
These characters, much like us, exist in an ultra-connected 
world where knowing everything about someone is very 
easy. Imagine your employer being able to know everything 
about you instantaneously, even being able to control your 
vitals (blood pressure, heart rate etc.) when you are not in 
your workplace.
Moira is going to have to go out of her comfort zone to figure 
who is chasing her and why.

Why does Moira, a young French girl, find herself in Hong 

Kong at Ming, the Chinese digital media giant?

Upon her arrival at Ming, Moira becomes convinced that 

the truth that awaits her at the end of the night will be 

more frightening than her most terrifying nightmares.

XO EDITIONS – Marie Salle, TV & CINEMA rights manager
msalle@xoeditions.com // +33 (0) 1 56 80 34 80

This book beautifully depicts the 

intricate world in which we are 

evolving. It also shows the Chinese 

supremacy that is developing and 

asks the question, "Will this excess of 

technology destroy humanity? And, at 

the same time, can we ever go back to 

where we were?"

THRILLER

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
March 21, 2019 

PUBLISHER
XO Editions

NUMBER OF PAGES
557 pages

SETTING
Hong Kong, China 

MAIN CHARACTERS
Moira, female 

Elijah, male
Ming

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available
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THRILLER

An original story with meaty dialogues 

centered around very engaging and 

modern heroes: two thirty-somethings 

contending with very contemporary 

challenges, such as finding one’s 

identity and negotiating romantic 

relationships. Second volume to be 

released soon.

Arsène Galien has recently been recruited to Paris' serious crime 

squad. At its legendary headquarters at 36, Quai des Orfèvres on the 

banks of the Seine, Arsène and his new team investigate the sordid 

murder of Adèle Gallardo, a pregnant woman and daughter of a 

top lawyer. He hopes that this case will win him the trust of his role 

model, Chief Commissioner Michel Haribo. 

During door-to-door inquiries, Arsène meets Pauline Raumann, an 

enigmatic and tortured journalist who lives on the same floor as the 

victim. There is an immediate mutual attraction between them. She 

is embarrassed when he asks her for her alibi, because she was at 

home in the company of an older man who left in the early hours. 

Her enmity towards Adèle is moreover palpable. Two years earlier, 

Pauline had a miscarriage which she is still struggling to get over. 

Might witnessing the happiness of her neighbour day in and day out 

have pushed her into committing the unthinkable? 

Pauline quickly becomes the main suspect, whose motive may have 

been jealousy, but this does not stop Arsène from being irresistibly 

attracted to the young woman. Blinded by his feelings, he seeks 

information that might rule her out and informs her of developments 

in the investigation, well aware that he may lose his job for sharing 

such confidential information. 

Arsène’s inquiries eventually lead him to Guy De Greffe. This man, 

who was defended in court by Adèle’s father, was sentenced to life in 

prison for murdering pregnant women, but was released on parole 

after 16 years for good behavior. Clearly, this ex-offender might 

have wanted to take revenge on his lawyer by killing his daughter, 

but the problem is that he has a watertight alibi. The serious crime 

squad focuses once more on Pauline and her movements on the 

night of the murder, and more specifically on the stranger who 

spent the night with her. The very clear description of her one-night 

stand matches in every respect that of Chief Commissioner Michel 

Haribo. Arsène’s role model turns out to be a dark character who has 

become deeply embittered after so many years in the police force. 

Having orchestrated the murder of Adèle to get at her father, his goal 

had been to raise awareness of a justice system that is too soft on 

those who commit heinous crimes.

Paris, November 2016. The murder of a pregnant woman, 

Adèle Gallardo, shocks the public. There is a huge amount of 

pressure on the police. This event  has all the ingredients of 

a real scandal: the victim is the daughter of a top lawyer and 

the press are in a frenzy.

place des Éditeurs – Alexandra Buchman, Rights director
alexandra.buchman@placedesediteurs.com // + 33 (0) 1 44 16 05 76

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
December 4, 2018

PUBLISHER
Plon

NUMBER OF PAGES
324 pages

SETTING
Paris, November 2016

MAIN CHARACTERS
Arsène Gallien, policeman, male
Pauline Raumann (journalist), 
female 

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
PDF available.

Find ou t more
https://www.lisez.com/livre-de-
poche/comme-des-
bleus/9782266290876

Like Rank Beginners
Marie Talvat and Alex Laloue
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actes sud – Nathalie Alliel, Foreign Rights
nathalie.alliel@actes-sud.fr // +33 (0) 4 90 49 33 75

CRIME

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
February 10, 2019

PUBLISHER
Le Rouergue

NUMBER OF PAGES
288 pages

SETTING
Milwaukee, Wyoming 

MAIN CHARACTERS
Mia Larström, female

Peter McNamara, male

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Booklet

find ou t more
http://catalog.2seasagency.com/book/zippo/

With this novel, Valentine Imhof 

reinvents the age old tale of 

Prometheus and reminds us that love 

is also a story of despair and violence.

When they met, she was very young. He made her wear a 
black venetian mask and  he called her Eva. He taught her to 
play with fire. He was the master of her emotions, of her will, 
of her suffering. Then he lost her.
Wherever she is, wherever she is hiding, she is missing him; of 
this he is convinced. He keeps looking for her, his Zippo lighter 
in hand, one which she will recognize among a thousand. 
On the ninth anniversary of their meeting, the sound of him 
clicking open the lighter, his thumb striking the flint, and 
the dry snap of the hinged hood abruptly stifling the flame 
painfully evokes her presence.
But as she is slow to reappear, he decides to leave her 
messages; the kind of messages she can’t ignore. He makes the 
police panic; blondes are tragically found dead on the Lincoln 
Park benches in Milwaukee with their faces burned beyond 
recognition. Lieutenants Mia Larström and Peter “Casanova” 
McNamara, forever in competition with one another, will have 
to make peace to unmask the arsonist killer. What’s more, this 
duo must unravel their own fury and darkness, struggle with 
questions that render their minds exhausted, and confront the 
memories that no brainwashing could erase. Will they be able 
to put aside their differences and catch this murderer, or will 
their own turmoil cause them to spiral out of control?

A momentous  crime novel in which Imhoff successfully 

intertwines psychology, sexuality, and violence during an 

intense and tumultuous  investigation.

zippo
Valentine Imhof

Zippo
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ÉDITIONS JULLIARD – BENITA EDZARD, INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS MANAGER 
benita.edzard@robert-laffont.com // +33 (0) 1 53 67 14 00

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
February 9, 2019

PUBLISHER
Éditions Julliard

NUMBER OF PAGES
288 pages

SETTING
Tangier, Morocco, modern day

MAIN CHARACTERS
Driss Ikker, 30, male
Sarah Ikker, a little older than Driss, 32 
or 33, female

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available
Three novels by Yasmina Khadra have 
already been adapted into films, such as 
The Swallows of Kabul.

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Booklet

Find ou t more
Yasmina Khadra’s novels have been 
translated in 42 countries.

Yasmina Khadra is a passionate 

storyteller writing about universally 

human mechanisms. Women have a 

major place in his work, which is read 

all over the world. His last book, Khalil, 

a French bestseller, will be published 

by Doubleday in 2020.

At 30, Driss Ikker is a happy man. Sarah, his beautiful wife 
who he adores, is the daughter of one of the most influential 
members of the Tangier police. Their marriage greatly helped 
Driss’ career, and he is now a lieutenant under the command 
of Captain Baaz, one of his father-in-law’s protégés. Driss 
enjoys a peaceful and comfortable life in a beautiful villa, 
and his high-level position allows him to steer clear of the 
unpleasant parts of a policeman’s job.
However, his life is turned upside down one evening when, 
coming home earlier than usual, he is assaulted and knocked 
out. When he regains consciousness the police inform him that 
his wife has been raped. This news plunges him into despair. 
Not only was he incapable of protecting his wife, but in the 
eyes of the world, they have both lost their honor. While his 
superiors do everything to keep him out of the investigation, 
Driss knows he will never be at peace unless he can find the 
guilty party. He thus undertakes a manic investigation through 
which he discovers the darkest parts of life in the bustling city 
of Tangier.
The truth that is eventually revealed is unbearable. Inspector 
Ikker's integrity and sense of self are shattered, and he becomes 
increasingly estranged from Sarah, who feels guilty for being 
a victim. The drama slowly destroys their relationship, as 
they are shunned by friends and family and become social 
outcasts. The revelations brought forth by the investigation 
do not help to re-establish normalcy– on the contrary, they 
seem to reveal that even greater crimes are lurking beneath 
the surface.
With this immersion into Moroccan society, depicted in all its 
ambiguity and complexity, Yasmina Khadra introduces us to 
the character of Inspector Ikker, whose charisma and thirst for 
justice will carry through to the following two installments of 
this new trilogy.

Sarah and Driss Ikker are a happy couple living a comfortable 

life in Tangier until a terrible event changes everything: Sarah 

is raped. Driss needs to find the guilty party responsible for 

his wife’s –and his own– dishonor. His frantic search will 

lead him into the darkest parts of Moroccan society.

The Affront to Sarah Ikker
Yasmina Khadra

THRILLER
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THRILLER / CRIME

Mediatoon Audiovisual Rights - Laurent Duvault, Director
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com // +(33) 6 08 96 14 61

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
August 31, 2018

PUBLISHER
Plein Jour

NUMBER OF PAGES
236 pages

SETTING
Los Angeles, California, 1980s - 2010s 

MAIN CHARACTERS
Lonnie Franklin – man – 60s

Cecile Delarue – woman – 30s
Beth Silverman - woman – 40s

 Enietra Washington – Woman – 50s 

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

find ou t more
Known as a documentalist and a TV 

journalist, the writer is currently writing 

on spec a draft of a TV series script.  

More than a captivating investigation 

of Los Angeles in the ‘90s, when serial 

killers prowled around streets strewn 

with drug dealers, this novel is a 

reflection on how differently victims 

of violence are treated depending on 

their origins.

Los Angeles at the end of the 80s. South Central, an African American 
neighborhood soon to be the stage of the 1992 Rodney King riots, 
is the poorest corner of the city. It has long been invaded by shady 
crack dealers and criminals. The police discovers dead female bodies, 
one after the other, all hidden beneath trash cans in back alleys. All of 
these victims are African American; most of them are prostitutes and 
have always lived in extreme poverty. Five serial killers are suspected 
to operate in these deserted, unruly streets. One of these killers is the 
culprit and will later be known as the Grim Sleeper.
And he will strikes anew. His first killing was in 1985, and his last in 
2007. A hiatus of 14 years in between these murders earns him this 
catchy name. 
But the victims are poor and black, and the police are understaffed… 
The investigation remains at a standstill. The murders are labeled by the 
police as “NHI”, meaning "no humans involved”… (A poignant reminder 
of “Black Lives Matter,” a slogan that hasn’t been invented yet!)
Activist Margaret Prescod will fight tooth and nail to see these murders 
solved. With her help, the police creates a unit to investigate the 
killings. Amongst the 18 of the Grim Sleeper’s victims, two of them 
survived because he misfired his gun. Their testimonies will serve as 
the sole clues to these murders.
In 2010, the killer is finally arrested. He is revealed to also be African 
American, like the women he murdered. But how did the Sleeper 
choose his victims?
In the spirit of “True Detective,” Cécile Delarue, a female journalist 
investigating the story, follows the murky story of the Grim Sleeper 
and all his victims, their families left behind, and their interrupted lives. 
The press, the police, and the public, all of whom are oblivious to the 
violence inflicted upon African Americans, failed to respond to the 
disappearances of these women. Through her interrogations of police 
officers, judges, witnesses, scientists and most of all, survivors of the 
killer, the French journalist plunges into the heart of the case.
Delarue weaves bits of interviews, historical background, personal 
observations, and psychological portraiture into her investigation. 
Drawing a comparison between the era in which the Grim Sleeper 
first attacked and today, she depicts the painful differences that still 
exist in contemporary America. She reflects upon the tensions that 
remain between police and citizens, as well as between the rich and 
the poor. Delarue’s novel is a thrilling and intimate polyphonic thriller 
in which the racism, disparity, and sexism of 1980s Los Angeles still 
weigh upon the city today.

18 black women attacked and raped. 2 survivors. 1 killer: 

the Grim Sleeper. The cynical label used to classify these 

cases states: “NHI: No Humans Involved.” Who cares about 

black victims in 1990s America, which has become more 

racist and segregated that ever? A true story.

Black Out
Cécile Delarue

Black Out
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FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
November 26, 2008 (volume 1) 
and February 11, 2015 (volume 2)

PUBLISHER
Glénat

NUMBER OF PAGES
176 pages

SETTING
USA

MAIN CHARACTERS
Abel, 40’s, male
Sue, 35-40, female
Dr. Luthan, 60, male

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Three volumes available

THRILLER

Our existence is constantly informed 

by the physical environment we live in. 

What if our meaning extended beyond 

that? This story brings together two of 

the most iconic questions mankind has 

ever wondered: “who am I?” and “what 

comes after life?”

Abel Weiss, 40, never managed to cope with the death of his 
daughter Audrey, who died of cancer at the age of 12. Once a 
successful trader, nowadays he cannot get up in the mornings, 
and he neglects  his dialysis, leaving his kidneys to fail. One night, 
he has a serious car accident. He wakes up completely naked 
and miles away from where the event took place. As he journeys 
back to the city, he finds out that his absence did not last for a few 
hours, but...seven years!
Abel discovers that he has been declared dead. His house has 
been replaced by a grocery store, and all of his possessions and 
savings have vanished; it seems his existence has been quite 
carefully wiped out. Bewildered with nowhere else to go, he 
contacts his doctor and childhood friend Marcus Osbourne who 
quickly tells  him to disappear and never talk to him again. Still, 
Marcus agrees to meet him in a metro station. But before he has 
the chance to give Abel an  explanation, Marcus is shot dead 
and Abel is injured. Sue, a gifted police inspector with a liquor 
problem, witnesses the scene.  
At the hospital, doctors discover that Abel's blood contains many 
known and unknown chemical substances. These elements 
should have killed him! They inform Sue and Dr. Luthan, a world-
renowned anesthetist. Both are stunned. At the hospital, Abel 
has strange dreams where he sees Audrey but cannot touch 
her. While being transferred to another hospital, he is kidnapped 
by fake paramedics. Sue follows the false ambulance which 
stops right in front of Dr. Luthan’s clinic! Bypassing the chain of 
commands, Sue continues to investigate and helps Abel untangle 
the story of what happened to him.
As it turns out, for many years, Luthan has been conducting secret 
experiments on his patients to challenge death and reverse its 
process. Marcus worked with him for a long time but had second 
thoughts regarding the ethics of their work. Abel died during an 
experiment of theirs, and Luthan got rid of his body like he did 
with all the other patients. But, though Abel went further into 
the continent of the dead than any of their other guinea pigs… 
he came back!  Though the scientific discovery he represents is 
extremely valuable, Abel must remain quiet about his experience. 

As soon as Abel and Sue think they have cornered Luthan, he 
makes an offer to Abel: Luthan entices him to go even further, 
reaching the last stage of death to have the chance to meet his 
daughter once again.   

Abel Weiss has a car accident. When he wakes up, seven 

years have passed; all traces of him have been erased and 

killers are on his heels.

Abel's Syndrome
Xavier Dorison and 

Richard Marazano
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CRIME MOVIE

A singular and endearing main 

character. A well-rounded 

investigation. A visual and humorous 

atmosphere in the Agatha Christie vein. 

A captivating plunge, with excellent 

documentation, into the world of 

international golf. 

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
May 1, 2015

PUBLISHER
Editions HoH

NUMBER OF PAGES
281 pages

SETTING
St. Andrews (Scotland), Augusta 
(Georgia, USA) and Ballybunion 

(Ireland)

MAIN CHARACTERS
Sweeny (Male, 23): A young goodnature 
Inspector, which you won't see coming.

Aunt Midge (Female, 60): Protective, 
curious, and pragmatic   

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

 

find ou t more
Published in UK and Germany. This first 

volume is a bestseller, of which more 
than 70.000 copies have been sold. The 

series has received several first prizes.     

Inspector Sweeney's first investigation in the American 

professional golfing world. The daughter of the President of the 

prestigious Professional Golfers' Association is found murdered 

on the historic Old Course in Scotland. Drugs, adultery, influence, 

and numerous other passions seem to converge on  the victim’s 

case, and the suspects are numerous. 

Archibald Sweeney is a Scottish detective in his late twenties, 
just out of the police academy. He found his calling following 
his parents' murder, which occurred when he was five years 
old. With his slender figure and his red beard, he still appears as 
a lazy, young student. At the police headquarters, the summer 
vacation has left them a few men short. Sweeney, in spite of 
his inexperience, is therefore entrusted to investigate Amanda 
Nelson's assassination. Her body had been discovered a few 
days ago at the end of the British Open tournament, her skull 
smashed in with a golf club, in a bunker on the Old Course at 
St. Andrews. The attending golfers, all potential witnesses, have 
already left the country to take part in the U.S. Open. Sweeney 
feels overwhelmed by the case. Despite his reluctances, 
Superintendent Wilkinson orders him to go to the U.S. to 
interrogate the players.
In the heat of Augusta, Georgia, Sweeney discovers that Nelson, 
Amanda's husband, was the caddie of the #1 international 
player, Will Tyron Jr., until he uncovered Will and Amanda's love 
affair. Nelson had then quit his job, therefore causing the little 
world of international golf to turn upside down. Since then, 
Tyron hadn't won a single tournament. The #2 best player, 
Robbie Elster, who was used to staying in Tyron's shadow, 
had recruited Nelson in order to improve his chances to win 
the next tournaments. Unfortunately, he too started losing, 
as if, deprived of his rival's concurrency, his goal seemed to 
be slipping away from him. Because of numerous scandals, 
murders, and drugs, sponsors decided to distance themselves 
from this tarnished image of golf... With help from a typical 
American lieutenant, McDermott, and his faithful Aunt Midge, 
who raised him, Sweeney conducts his investigation clumsily 
and without diplomacy. The plot thickens as Nelson is found 
murdered on the course in Augusta. Between false leads and 
revelations, the mystery will be solved in Ireland during the last 
round of the international championship. Thus, the veil will be 
lifted on the invisible mechanisms surrounding the world of 
professional golf.
 A series of 15 very popular detective novels was born 
from Sweeney's first case, in which we discover our hero's 
complex personality. In the search for his roots, he evolves 

Murder on the Green
John-Erich Nielsen
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FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
November 9, 2017

PUBLISHER
Gallimard

NUMBER OF PAGES
656 pages

SETTING
Europe, the United States, Saudi 
Arabia, and India (primarily 
indoors) nowadays and the near 
future

MAIN CHARACTERS
Julia O'Brien, 35, female
Gaveshan Jain Shah, 40, male

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE
Long summary in English 
language available

TECHNOLOGICAL  /POLITICAL 
THRILLER / SPY FICTION

Goldstein’s novel constitutes a 

gripping and extremely well-

documented story that toys with 

suspense while raising vital questions 

related to geopolitical issues and 

geo-strategical stakes. Goldstein 

effortlessly generates a reflection on 

modern violence.

Thanks to an unprecedented hacking operation, an extreme 
right Hindu group, Trishul Bharat Mata, has managed to steal 
massive quantities of enriched uranium from the Indian 
government. This group may have been virtually unheard of 
before, but they now possess the necessary supplies to build 
atomic weapons. Their goal: to restore India to its former 
glory after centuries of colonial humiliation and more or less 
latent conflict with Muslim Pakistan. When Trishul sets off a 
first atomic bomb near Mecca, the world spirals out of control. 
Saudi Arabia blames India and plans to retaliate with the help 
of their Pakistani ally. In the ensuing chess game of alliances 
between States, the entire world comes under the threat of 
atomic warfare.
The American special forces task Julia O’Brien with the 
crucial mission of stopping this deadly chain of events. 
Along with Gaveshan Jain Shah, a special agent working for 
India’s counterintelligence, Julia must prove that Trishul is a 
local terrorist group that has nothing to do with the Indian 
State and dismantle their network before it’s too late. Julia 
and Gaveshan are a reflection of the world around them in 
which entities with different religious beliefs and values must 
get along to ensure this precarious equilibrium. On one hand, 
Julia is an irregular who knows that you sometimes need to 
bend the rules, but is also a good little patriot set on fulfilling 
her mission. On the other hand, Gaveshan is a Jain and 
adheres to principles of nonviolence. He therefore acts as a 
foil to Julia by shining a light on mankind’s predatory instincts 
and thirst for power.
Trishul now holds the reins and announces that three nuclear 
devices have been placed in London, New York, and Hong 
Kong. The cities’ inhabitants, who believe that the end of the 
world is imminent, succumb to paranoia. Meanwhile, the 
heads of state – and the president of the United States in 
particular – cling to their old paradigms and only exacerbate 
the situation. The world’s major powers are being targeted 
and everyone is on high alert. Julia will do whatever it takes 
– including sedition – to prevent high-level government 
officials from making a terrible mistake. Will she manage to 
save the planet in time?

If a terrorist group got its hands on an atomic weapon, would 

humanity have any chance of survival? Officer Julia O’Brien 

and her correspondents, located throughout the world, will 

do everything in their power to prevent the unthinkable 

from happening.

Seven Days Before the Night 
Guy-Phillipe Goldstein
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Fargetton’s young adult novel brings 

together the perfect ingredients for a 

series full of anticipation. She leaves 

us with a cliffhanger  that allows us to 

consider a tumultuous and exciting 

continuation.

ANTICIPATION / DYSTOPIA

An explosion has just destroyed New Zealand. In ten days, 
life on Earth will disappear. This novel tells the story of nine 
characters. Together they will form a small community 
traveling West to survive.
Lili-Ann is a young woman who studies in Paris. When she 
hears about the explosions, her only goal is to join her older 
sister, Laure, in Brittany. Laure always knows what to do. But 
Lili-Ann has no car and there are no more trains or planes.
On the road, Lili-Ann meets Brahim, a taxi driver in his fifties. 
Brahim has no family in France, so he decides to take care of 
Lili-Ann and to drive her to her sister’s house.
But soon Brahim’s taxi breaks down. They meet Valentin, a 
young man who invites them to join him in his convertible. 
Valentin appears to be cool and carefree. But inside he is 
broken; his chronically depressed mother has just committed 
suicide. Valentin is attracted to Lili-Ann. Even if she maintains 
her distance, he will try to get close to her again and again.
On the road, they meet Sara and Gwenael, a couple who are a 
little bit older. Sara is a combative business woman. She wants 
to share her last moments on Earth with Gwenael, who is a 
writer. He doesn’t seem to be fully aware of what is happening. 
Writing is a kind of refuge for him. Their meeting with Lili-Ann, 
Valentin, and Brahim makes them change their plan; Gwenael 
incorporates  them in his novel and wants to stay with them. 
Sara joins them reluctantly.
In Brittany, they find Laure as well as Marc, her husband 
who is a surgeon, and their young daughter Ninon. Laure 
and Marc cannot let themselves  die without trying to find a 
solution to save Ninon. Everybody settles in the house and 
on the small beach below.
They all meet the Major Beatrice Blanche. She is in her fifties 
and has no family left. This small group of colleagues attempts 
to handle the chaos generated by the announcement of the 
end of the world.
What plan are Laure and Marc working on now? They find a  
submarine that sank 21 meters below the water’s surface. It 
seems possible for all of them to dive and hide in it when the 
explosion arrives. But if they survive, what will the world look 
like when they come back up? 

Two explosions of unknown origin ravage the Earth. A 

group of men and women united by fate tries in vain to 

escape the cataclysm. Together, they have ten days to live 

before the world ends…

FIRST PUBLICATION DATE
October 18, 2018 

PUBLISHER
Gallimard Jeunesse

NUMBER OF PAGES
464 pages

SETTING
France, the 21st century (transposable)

MAIN CHARACTERS
Lili-Ann, 20s, female

Brahim, 50s, male
Valentin, 20s, male

Sara, dating Gwenael, 30s, female
Gwenael, dating Sara, 30s, male

Laure, sister of Lili-Ann and Marc’s wife, 35, female
Marc, Laure’s husband, 35, male

Ninon, daughter of Laure and Marc, 7-8, female

FILM AND FOREIGN RIGHTS GUIDE
Film and TV rights available

find ou t more
Ongoing translations into Hungarian and Russian

Dix jours avant la fin du m
onde 

Ten Days Before the End
Manon Fargetton
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partners
The Cultural Services of the French 
Embassy in the United States promote 
the best of French arts, literature, cinema, 
language, and higher education in the 
U.S. Based in 10 cities across the country, 
the French Cultural Services bring artists, 
authors, and educational and university 
programs to cities nationwide. They 
also build partnerships between French 
and American artists, institutions, and 
universities of both countries. For the 
fifth time this year, the Cultural Services 
in Los Angeles bring Shoot the Book! to 
Hollywood.

The Institut français: French soft power

The Institut français, under the aegis of the 

French Ministry for Europe and Foreign 

Affairs and the Ministry of Culture, actively 

contributes to France's soft power. Its 

projects and programs take local contexts 

into account and can be successfully 

implemented thanks to the vast network 

of the French Embassies' cultural services, 

as well as the many Instituts français and 

Alliances Françaises present across five 

continents.

Le Bureau International de l’édition 

française (BIEF) is a non-profit organization 

representing 270 publishers. BIEF ensures 

the collective presence of French publishers 

in many international book fairs, organizes 

professional seminars between French and 

foreign publishers and conducts marketing 

research in the publishing sector throughout 

the world. In cooperation with SCELF, BIEF 

develops its promotion of French books for 

film adaptations by proposing professional 

meetings between publishers and foreign 

producers and producing catalogues. BIEF’s 

office in New-York, The French Publisher’s 

Agency, presents French publishing to 

American publishers and producers.

The Société Civile des Éditeurs

 de Langue Française (SCELF) is a collecting 

society created in 1960. It represents French 

book publishers and collects adaptation 

rights from other French collecting societies 

on behalf of its members. For the past few 

years, SCELF has been organizing events and 

partnerships in order to promote film and 

TV adaptations and develop the publisher’s 

role in the exploitation of authors’ rights. 

Shoot the Book! is the first international 

event organized by SCELF.

The PGA represents, protects and promotes 

the interests of all members of the producing 

team.

As a unit, the producing team is responsible 

for the art, craft and science of production 

in the entertainment industry.
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partners

CFC is the organisation managing 
collectively analog and digital reproduction 
rights of books and press publications 
for the benefit of authors and publishers. 
It also distributes to the press publishers 
their share of the compensation due in 
consideration of the private copy.
CFC dedicates a portion of the royalties 
collected to the funding of cultural actions, 
which aim to sustain the creation and the 
distribution of press and books.
As a part of this commitment, CFC is a 
partner of « Shoot the Book Los Angeles 
2019 ».

Now in its 33rd year, AFI FEST presented 

by Audi is a world-class event, showcasing 

the best films from across the globe to 

captivated audiences in Los Angeles. 

Thanks to the visionary support of Audi 

as Presenting Sponsor for the 16th 

consecutive year, the eight-day film festival 

presents a diverse and innovative slate of 

programming that includes screenings, 

panels and conversations, featuring both 

master filmmakers and new voices. World 

premieres, Galas and other special events 

take place at iconic LA locations, such as 

the historic TCL Chinese Theatre and the 

glamorous Hollywood Roosevelt. This year’s 

edition takes place November 14-21, 2019.

Tristan de Montebello and Michael Gendler 
are 2 of LA's leading public speaking 
coaches who specialize in helping people 
communicate in high-stress environments. 
(UltraSpeaking.com). Their unlikely story 
started when Michael coached Tristan from 
zero public speaking experience to the 
World Championship of Public Speaking 
finals in just 7 months.
Since then, Michael and Tristan have 
coached some of the world’s top creatives, 
leaders, and entrepreneurs to speak more 
effectively in the moments that matter most.

Founded in 1966, the Writers Guild 
Foundation is the premier resource for 
emerging writers and movie and TV lovers 
in Hollywood. Boasting a busy calendar of 
high-value events and a vast, seemingly 
bottomless toolbox for writers, the 
Foundation is unmatched in its mission to
promote and preserve the craft, history, 
and voices of screen storytelling.
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we’re 
proud of all we do for the community, 
including our Veterans Writing Project, our 
Volunteer and Mentorship Programs, our 
Archive, and the Shavelson-Webb Library 
the world’s only library devoted entirely to 
writing for the screen.
www.wgfoundation.org
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